
How long do I autoclave? 
Steris provides a table 
which can be used as a 

roadmap for your 
liquid autoclave runs.  

• Guidelines are in terms of 
“time” vs. “volume per flask”. 

• Suggested sterilization times are 
for “water-like” liquids in bottles 
or flasks. Media with additives 
may need to have shorter times 
so that it is not overcooked. 

• Minimum sterilization time can 
increase due to overloading the 
autoclave or stacking flasks. 

• Add water to your secondary 
containers to help transfer heat. 


